Januaxy 27, 1970

v

¥r. Josepih F. Tonex
County Councilivan
pPublic zuilding

(: Wilmiugton, Delavare

pear lMr. Tonerx:

RE: Landfill Operation

. I would like to rxefer to your menorandum of Januaxy 12, 1970,
4 concemming the operation of the genitary landfill. I hava tekon
“" great pains to mike sure that T have proser ansvers o the issues
you have raigsed. Oux engincers have zaviewed the mattox thorouchly,
and I have nade a pexsonal inapection of the premlses on two occasicns.
T will rcfar to your points in order,

1, Cover Material - I am convinced that the operator is fully
fulfilling his contract ohligations with xegard to covering this
discanded mattex, On my last viasit during a vweckday moxning he was
erploying three bulldosers, a drag line, ond numercus {aucks to
‘cover this obligabien: and the landfill was being conducted in a
very fine manney., TFoxr our own cenvanience and that of our clitdzens,
we have arrenged to pexmit the durping of swall txucks end of the
truck which we keep at the entronce to the lendfill durlng the wsehaend
when the cuntrachor's personnel are not on duty. Therxcfora, it is
wndezshandable that when you have pald weekend visita you have found
sona waterdal which iz not covezed. Wo have reviewed this matter
carefully and are convinced that thls is not endangoring the xesidantg
naaxby becmce the material being deposited 1s nobk garbage but rather
trash of thd type which paople clean from thedr gaxeyas and yaxds on
a veckand, .

We havae nad no awkhentlented report othax than your own cf rodents
on tha landflll. With regaxd to sea gulls, we knciv of no way te proventi
thew from vislting oux prondzen; and 4holr prosence dees nob indicste
iaproper hewsekeepineg.
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2, Bad Weather Operations - The contractor has been mogt ceooperative
in providing bad weather access to the site, Ve have only had to call
one shorteoring to his attention thiz scason, in December; and this
condition was prorptly corxected. '

3. Trencing - We agree that the contractor has not provided
adequata fencing to contain the windblown trash during periods of high
wvind velocity.- This has heen called to his attention, and he is nov
erecting aciitional fencing., In those Instances where we have provided
nen to pick up the trash which has blown awcy from the site, we have
billed the contractor for the cost and he has agreed to pay it.

4. Speclal Requirements = I am advised that six wells have heen
damaged duxing this past year due to trucks cwaed by the trash collectoxs
1§?backing inte the standpipes or due to uneven settlement of the landfill
itself. Thoy were not knocked down by the controctor. The watex
level recoxder was never installed since it proved unnecessary ant
the Water and 2dr Resourcas Conmission has agreed to omitting it,
Tests arxe eurrently hoing conducted from the seven remalning wells,
zand those damagad will be replaced in the near future.

L

8. OQperating Hours ~ Our undexstanding with the contractor has
alwoys been that he would remain long onough aftex the closing houxs
to cover the natexial remaining exposad on the site and that he
would then leave., Our inspector insuxes that Saturday deposits are
adequately covergd. It 1s not corxract to state that the contractor
is luaving on Satundays at 2:00 p.m. and leaviny the material there~
tofore deposited esposed. .

I vould like to say in surmary that while we have had some prohlems

in obtaining perfomence on particular iters our overcll fealing is
Q tihat Mr. Ward and his fixm are definitely intarasted in deing a

quality job of operating ousr County lenifill and we are, on the whole,
wall satisfled. X approciate your .calling to my attention any eenditions
which you cengider inadequate, and we will attempt to correct any-
thing we £ind wrong; but I think we should all recognize thak this is
a moat Gifficult job, that pexfaction iz desizalle but not practically
attalnable, and that ve must approach our future operaticn Jn the
spirit of reasonazble cooperation to achdeve the hect result possible
for all conﬁcrned.
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Respectfully rours,

Williem J. Connex
Couaty Executive
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